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CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, TH, VM 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE RELEASE CREW OF THAI FISHING BOAT SEIZED 
JULY 24 

REF: BANGKOK 16626 

BANGKOK PRESS REPORTS THAT CREW OF THAI FISHING BOAT WHICH 
WAS SEIZED BY VIETNAMESE ON JULY 24 (SEE REFTEL) RETURNED 
TO THAILAND ON JULY 29 ABOARD A SMALL CRAFT GIVEN THEM BY 
VIETNAMESE FOR JOURNEY. FISHERMEN REPORTEDLY SPENT TWO 
DAYS ABOARD THEIR TRAWLER ANCHORED AT AN ISLAND OFF COAST 
OF VIET-NAM AFTER THEIR CAPTURE BY VIETNAMESE GUNBOAT. AC- 
CORDING TO BANGKOK POST, FISHERMEN SAID VIETNAMESE HAD ALLOWED 
THEM TO DEPART IN THE SMALL VIETNAMESE- PROVIDED BOAT AFTER THAI 
TRAWLER HAD BEEN THROUGHLY SEARCHED. VIETNAMESE REPORTEDLY 
TOLD FISHERMEN THAT VIET-NAM WOULD GIVE TRAWLER BACK AS SOON 
AS VIETNAMESE-PROVIDED BOAT WAS RETURNED TO VIET-NAM. ACCOMPANIED 
BY A SENIOR THAI OFFICIAL. REPRESENTATIVE OF FISHERY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 16768 010229Z 

ASSOCIATION LATER TOLD PRESS THAT HE HAS ASKED MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO APPROACH VIETNAMESE FOR RETURN OF 
TRAWLER. 

BURKE 
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